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FROM: Anne M Petersen, Ph.D. 
 Science Coordinator 
 Office of STEM and Innovation 
  
 Myra Thayer and Gregory MacDougall 
 Science Specialists 
 Office of STEM and Innovation  

 
SUBJECT: 2022 Virginia Association of Science Teachers Professional Development Institute 

 
The Virginia Association of Science Teachers (VAST) and the Virginia Department of Education are pleased 
to announce the 2022 VAST Professional Development Institute (PDI), “Reconnecting to Virginia’s 
Space, Place, and Contributions to Science”, to be held November 10-12, 2022, at Double Tree by 
Hilton in Williamsburg, Virginia. The VAST PDI is a forum for science educators and administrators to 
network with fellow science teachers, gain new instructional strategies and lesson ideas, enhance 
science content knowledge, and experience cutting-edge technology. This year’s VAST PDI will offer 
over 200 concurrent sessions intended to support the Virginia Science Standards of Learning as well as 
Virginia Department of Education initiatives. In addition, presentations will be conducted by nationally 
recognized keynote speakers.  
 
The Donna Sterling Institute, held in conjunction with the VAST PDI, is an additional opportunity for 
teachers and leaders to engage with targeted, in-depth professional learning.  This year’s Donna 
Sterling Institute is “Using Problem-based Learning in Finding Smart Solutions in Energy and Climate 
Science”.  This all day learning opportunity will be held at the same site as VAST on November 10, 
2022. 
 
VAST, a professional association with over 2000 members, advocates for high-quality science instruction 
for all students. The VAST PDI is designed to provide sessions for educators and administrators in all 
science content areas and at all grade levels. The PDI also provides an avenue for communication among 
all members of the science teaching community. 

 
We encourage science educators and administrators to take the opportunity to include VAST PDI as part 
of their professional development plan.  The VAST PDI provides educators an engaging opportunity to 
earn relicensure points while learning strategies to be used in the classroom. 

 
For more information regarding the Virginia Association of Science Teachers or the annual PDI, please 
visit www.vast.org or contact Susan Booth, Executive Director at susan.science@gmail.com. 

 
 


